May 2025

Over 120 Texas Groups Urge HB 500 Conference Committee to
Support Full $100 Million Investment in Child Care

High-quality child care enables parents to work and provide their children with opportunities to learn, socialize, and build
new skills during the critical age for brain development. Unfortunately, Texas is experiencing a child care crisis, and
many working families are unable to find and afford the high-quality care they need. This crisis is:

e A challenge for children’s future success in school: Many children end up in lower quality programs during
the critical early years of brain development.
o A challenge for working families: Parents often have very few choices for high-quality care— and the
available options pose a huge and often untenable financial burden.
e A challenge for child care programs: Because of a lack of funding, programs struggle to recruit and retain

staff and serve parents in need.

e A challenge for businesses in all sectors of the Texas economy: Texas businesses rely on high-quality
child care to recruit and retain an effective and reliable workforce.

The most recent state data show 95,000 families on the waiting list for the program. In many areas, families can expect
to be on the waitlist for anywhere from six months to two years. The House’s supplemental budget bill, HB 500,
includes $100 million for child care scholarships. Through these scholarships, more Texas parents will be able to
get off the waitlist and go to work while their children receive an enriching early childhood education. We urge the HB
500 conferees to take this meaningful step to support approximately 10,000 Texas children and their families.
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For more information, please contact David Feigen, Texans Care for Children, at dfeigen@txchildren.org.
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