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+,-*D))3025=@-*I50-*D8+>*K7+,*+,-*17@@739.*3)*9-/*7927B72A5@.*/,3*/7@@*=-*

83B-0-2*+,03A4,*0-)301:*7+*7.*5@@*+,-*130-*71630+59+*+,5+*/-*,5B-*3A0*.+5+-*

@5/*79*302-0*592*50-*5=@-*+3*-9)308-*1-9+5@*,-5@+,*6507+;>

(* P5'0+2#(82#;2<%'#M2=%+(?25(#)*#35'0+%572#8%'#%*7)5'0?2+Y
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In 2007, the direct costs 

to Texas of mental health 

services for children in 

the child welfare system 

was $32.4 million. Making 

uwtg"vqfc{Ôu"ugtxkegu"vq"
children are effective and 

their placements appropriate 

yqwnf"dtkpi"fqyp"VgzcuÔ"
spending on adult mental 

health, criminal justice, and 

substance abuse challenges 

in the future. Even more 

directly, providing one 

quality, useable assessment 

when a child enters the 

system could potentially 

reduce the need for multiple 

reassessments.  Also, 

in getting a child placed 

crrtqrtkcvgn{"vjg"Þtuv"
time, there is much greater 

nkmgnkjqqf"qh"vjgkt"Þpfkpi"
success in the foster 

care system, rather than 

languishing in the system.
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