
Focusing on Youth Success
Reduce ticketing on school campuses.

Keep schools from criminalizing kids.

Each year, many of the Texas children who come into 

contact with the criminal justice or juvenile justice 

system enter it through our public schools.1 This 

phenomenon known as the “school-to-prison pipeline” 

occurs when discipline actions lead to immediate or later 

involvement with the justice system, whether through 

school-based citations, arrests, or discipline practices 

that remove kids from the classroom instead of redirect 

student behavior. Police officers were placed in schools 

to protect students’ safety, but these days schools rely 

more and more on police officers to address discipline 

in the classroom.2 Officers have been found to ticket 

children for offenses as minor as chewing gum, using 

inappropriate language, or being disruptively noisy 

on the school bus. A choice to ticket a child is a choice 

against redirecting or teaching positive behavior in a 

more constructive way. As our state criminalizes youthful 

misbehavior, it misses opportunities to prepare children 

to be successful adults.  

What to Know:

• Until quite recently, Texas students as young as six 

years old had been ticketed in school. During the 82nd 

Texas legislative session, the state acknowledged 

ticketing is a problem and eliminated the practice 

for students in sixth grade and below.3

•  The presence of law enforcement in school 

environments is growing. Policing on campuses 

across Texas represents the fastest-growing area 

of law enforcement in the state.4

•  Students can be issued tickets in schools that 

range in cost from $250 to $500. Failure to pay 

fines can result in community service or even 

incarceration.5

•  More than 275,000, non-traffic related tickets are 

issued to kids each year in Texas. It is estimated 

most of these tickets are given to kids at schools.6 

Most common citations written for misbehavior in 

schools send youth into adult municipal courts or 

justice of the peace courtrooms not developed to 

handle children.7 

•  Whether a kid will receive a citation for 

misbehavior at school is largely dependent on 

what school the student attends. Police presence 

and ticketing practices vary by district. Research 

shows that, as with other discipline practices, schools 

disproportionately give black students  citations.8

•  School ticketing information is not readily 

available to parents or even to schools themselves. 

This means districts and families alike have no way 

Minor student misbehavior should be handled within the school setting —  
not the criminal justice system. When police officers are in our schools writing 
students criminal tickets, students are more likely to be pushed into the justice 
system instead of guided towards the positive behaviors that can help promote 
lifetime success.



Thinking About Costs
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Children and their families 
miss school and work to deal 
with school citations because 
tickets often require a court 
appearance. Not only are 
there costs for parents who 
can’t be on the job while in 
court with their child, there 
are costs to schools. For each 
instance when a student is 
absent for the day to deal 
with a ticket in court, their 
school registers a lower 
average daily attendance, 
receiving fewer dollars 
with which to educate the 
children in their charge.   

of tracking how ticketing practices compare on their school campuses 

versus others in the state.

How to Make it Happen:

•  Collect information on school ticketing and make the information 

publicly available and easily accessible. Having the Texas Education 

Agency keep data on ticketing would help school administrators 

evaluate how they compare to other school districts. It would also 

allow parents to gain a better understanding of the practice within 

their child’s school. 

•  Reduce the options of ticketing on school campuses further as the 

next logical step towards complete elimination of school-based 

ticketing for Texas students.

For more on this strategy, see http://tinyurl.com/TicketedKids


