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Pre-k Research Shows House Bill 4 is a Wise Investment 
I want to thank the Legislature and Governor for your work on HB 4. The bipartisan support reflects the 

overwhelming research showing that early childhood experiences shape children’s long-term brain 

architecture and their path in life. Research shows that investing in high-quality pre-k is a powerful tool for 

ensuring that more children start kindergarten ready to succeed on day one, perform well in school, and 

graduate. Today I’ve brought you our recent policy brief compiling this research from Texas and other states. 

 

Texas Has More Work to Do on Pre-k 
HB 4 is an important first step on pre-k, but there is more work to do. The research in our policy brief makes 

clear that pre-k can provide a large return on investment for taxpayers and a significant boost for students, 

but it must include high quality standards to reach its full potential. Unfortunately, Texas only meets two of 

the ten quality benchmarks identified by the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER). For 

example, Texas does not have any statewide class size limits for pre-k, meaning a teacher could be expected 

to corral and educate 30 or more four-year-olds at once. Texas also limits the effectiveness and availability of 

pre-k by only funding a half-day program. We are pleased to see the Texas Association of Business has 

announced its support for full-day pre-k and we look forward to working with the Legislature on this goal. 

 

Ensuring HB 4 Succeeds 
We are currently conducting an analysis of the implementation of HB 4 with the support of the Texas 

Education Grantmakers Advocacy Consortium (TEGAC). TEGAC is a group of 35 private and community 

Ensuring the Success of HB 4 and Texas 
Pre-k Students 

HB 4 is an important step forward, and grant applications show that school districts strongly embrace it. 

However, there is more work to do to ensure that pre-k students and HB 4 are successful. Legislators should 

continue to support pre-k quality improvements across the state, in districts of every size and every region; 

ensure that per-student HB 4 funding is sufficient to produce strong gains in the classroom; and align other 

state early childhood policies with the early learning goals of HB 4.  
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foundations from across the state dedicated to protecting and improving Texas public education by providing 

policy makers with objective data on important education policy questions. As investors in and supporters of 

quality pre-k programs across the state, these philanthropists wanted to know how districts were planning to 

use pre-k dollars made available through HB 4.  

 

When that research is complete, I look forward to sharing it with you. In the meantime, I’d like to highlight a 

few preliminary findings. 

 

•   There is high demand for HB 4 funds. Districts receiving HB 4 grants educate approximately 85 

percent of the state’s pre-k students. Clearly, school district leaders believe in the importance of pre-k, 

and state leaders were right to make this investment. 

 

•   As a result of the high demand, the per-student funding level is quite low, posing challenges for 

districts seeking meaningful improvements in student achievement. TEA is providing districts two 

tranches of funding to spend in the 2016-2017 school year for a total amount of $734 per student, 

about half of the $1500 per student originally envisioned by the Governor. Given the per-student 

amount and nature of grant funding, many districts are investing wisely in professional development 

and curriculum development but not adding more highly trained teachers and aides to classrooms. If 

the Legislature wants to see meaningful early learning gains for Texas students, a sustained investment 

in quality pre-k is essential.  

 

•   Certain kinds of school districts were less likely to apply for HB 4 grants. Our preliminary analysis 

shows districts were much less likely to apply if they have fewer than 100 pre-k students. Among 

districts with more than 100 pre-k students, rural districts and those in ESC Region 11 (Fort Worth) and 

16 (Amarillo) were less likely to apply. The Legislature should explore ways to improve HB 4 so that all 

districts can take advantage of this investment in pre-k quality and have the support necessary to 

participate in the HB 4 grant program. 

 
Other State Policies on Early Childhood Should Be Aligned with Goals of HB 4 
As Texas takes one step forward with HB 4, it is taking one step back by undercutting the community 

organizations, such as Easter Seals, that the state contracts to deliver Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) 

services to children under age three with disabilities and developmental delays. Like pre-k, the state’s ECI 

program reduces special education costs by focusing on the early childhood years that are key to brain 

development. Appropriations cuts to ECI in recent years, combined with the pending cuts to Medicaid 

reimbursement rates for pediatric therapies, are undermining ECI and the state’s efforts to improve early 

childhood education. 
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Similarly, DFPS’ proposal to maintain lax child care standards undermines early learning just as HB 4 seeks to 

improve early learning. As part of its once-every-six-years review of state child care standards, DFPS is 

currently proposing to keep in place standards that allow up to 11 two-year-olds or 15 three-year-olds with a 

single child care teacher. With those ratios, it is nearly impossible for a teacher to read with children or 

engage in other stimulating activities during this critical time for brain development. 

 

We encourage the Legislature to ensure that these policies align with the state’s early learning goals. 

 


