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RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH:  
 
1. Amend C.S.S.B. 200 to include provisions within SB 1891 by Senator Zaffirini to amend 

Sections 531.251 and 531.252 of the Government Code to require the Health and Human 
Services Commission to assume responsibility of the duties it now shares with the Texas 
System of Care Consortium related to improving access to services to youth with serious 
emotional disturbance and their families.  C.S.S.B 200 eliminates other advisory bodies, such 
as the Texas Council on Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders and the executive 
committee of the Office for the Prevention of Developmental Disabilities, while assigning 
various duties of these groups to the commission in order to ensure their work continues. 
With one in ten children having a mental illness that significantly disrupts their life, it is 
critical for Texas to maintain activities to improve the planning and delivery of services to 
this population across the multiple systems that serve them.  

 
2. Charge the proposed Office of Policy and Performance with development and 

implementation of the strategic plan proposed in Section 62 of SB 206 related to 
prevention and early intervention services.    

 
Many of the challenges children, youth and families face - mental illness, substance abuse, 
child abuse and neglect, delinquency, school dropout, and suicide - share common risk 
factors and often co-occur. Efforts to address these issues often target the same risk 
factors, although their services are planned, delivered, and evaluated in isolation from one 
another. The proposed executive level Office of Policy and Performance would be better 
positioned to oversee the development and implementation of a strategic related to 
prevention and early intervention strategies within health and human services that target 
common factors, as well as better positioned to coordinate and collaborate with other 
agencies providing related prevention services, such as the Texas Education Agency and the 
Texas Juvenile Justice Department.  It would also better elevate prevention and early 
intervention programming, a recommendation made by the Sunset Commission in its report 
on the Department of Family and Protective Services.  

 



Texans Care for Children is a nonprofit organization dedicated to fulfilling the promise of children 
through improved state policies and programs on child protective services; juvenile justice; mental 

well-being; health and fitness; and early childhood education and opportunities.  

 

3. Statutory protections are needed to ensure meaningful stakeholder input into systems 
serving children, youth and families, including minimum representation on relevant 
advisory bodies and the ability to offer recommendations unfiltered by state agencies. 

 
Some level of statutory protections is needed to ensure meaningful and independent 
advisory opportunities exist, include robust consumer, family and community voice; and are 
maintained and utilized, particularly in times of budget austerity. Developing and 
maintaining family and youth voice in the policymaking process is critical, as is the ability to 
report directly to the legislature and not be constrained by agency filtering or approval. 
Consumers, families, and community stakeholders should be consulted in any 
reorganization of advisory bodies to prevent populations, specialized issues, or unique 
functions from getting lost in the shuffle. 
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