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As introduced, the House and Senate budget bills do not include enough funds to 
sustain a quality Early Childhood Intervention Services (ECI) system that reaches 
children in need of services. These budget proposals would: 

 Reduce the number of children receiving ECI services by over 20%, serving at 
least 6000 fewer infants and toddlers.  

 Continue inadequate service levels, averaging just 2 hours of monthly contact. 

Guiding Principles of the ECI Advocacy Coalition 
 

 It is critical for Texas to have an ECI system that reaches children aged birth to age 
three with disabilities or developmental delays, provides the level of early 
intervention services needed to help them reach their potential, and is sustainable. 

 Interventions in early childhood are more effective and less costly than 
interventions made later in a child or adult’s life. If the Texas ECI system is not 

strengthened: 
o Young children and families will not receive services in time to significantly change the 

child’s trajectory, requiring they access additional, more costly services as the child ages. 
o Other systems, such as schools, child welfare and juvenile justice will be called on to deal 

with problems left unaddressed, when problems are more entrenched, difficult and 
expensive to treat.  

o Texas taxpayers will spend more on interventions which have less of an impact on a child’s 
outcome.  

 Gaps created by an inadequate ECI system cannot be filled by existing early 
childhood or health, which target other populations, have different parameters and use 

different interventions. 

 Ensure families’ access to developmental services that adhere to ECI’s family-
focused model by: 

o Restoring the hole left by ARRA funds used last session to fund ECI by funding Exceptional 
Item 1 in the Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services (DARS) Legislative 
Appropriations Request 

o Avoiding significant narrowing of eligibility to ensure early intervention services are made 
available to children who need them 

o Increasing average service hours to the minimum service levels recommended by an 
external evaluation commissioned by DARS 

o Continuing to work with families to show them how to help their child reach their potential 
o Avoid moving towards a medical or clinical service model 
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