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OPPORTUNITIES to ACT
“Joint House Committee Hearings” (Texas House of Representatives)

The House Committee on Urban Affairs and the House Select Committee on Federal Economic Stabilization Funding will hold a joint committee hearing to consider two interim charges. Interim Charge #2 reviews TDCHA’s Weatherization Assistance Program and increased funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Interim Charge #4 makes recommendations regarding the feasibility of a housing initiative that promotes independence and prevents unnecessary institutionalization of eligible populations.

Hearing Information: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 (11:00am) at the Dallas City Hall Chambers (1500 Marilla Street) Please contact 512-463-9904 for questions.
“New Anti-Payday Lending Site” (AARP Texas)

A new anti-payday lending website was just launched by AARP Texas.  The site was a joint effort between AARP Texas, RAISE Texas, Center for Public Policy Priorities, Texas Appleseed, and NAACP. Members of the RAISE Texas Alternative Small Dollar Loan Community have been active in the policy work coming out of this website. The site provides information about how payday lenders negatively impact the community and more importantly, what citizens can do to take action.

Link to Website: www.stoppaydayabuse.org 

OPPORTUNITIES to LEARN

“2010 Financial Education Quarterly Teleconference” (Texas Department of Banking)

Beginning in March, the Texas Department of Banking will host its first Financial Education Teleconference. The goal of these quarterly conference calls is to provide innovative ideas, best practices and examples of successful financial education programs in Texas.  The target audience includes: financial institutions, teachers, government agencies, non-profit organizations and community leaders who are committed to or are interested in providing consumer education and improving financial literacy in their communities. Participation is free; however, registration is required. 
First Teleconference Information: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 (2:30-3:30pm) “The Benefits of In-School Banking: Financial Education at An Early Age” To register, please visit the Financial Education section. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES to READ

“Costly Cash: In Texas, Towns Try Zoning Out Payday Lenders” (Daily Finance)

At least six towns and cities in Texas are taking a stance against payday lenders. Several municipalities have passed zoning laws that prevent payday lenders from expanding into new locations in their city without a special permit. The article also identifies how payday lenders register themselves as “credit service organizations” in order to bypass Texas constitutional limits on interest rates. Mayors and city officials are trying to set an example for the state by implementing these new laws to protect individuals from detrimental lending practices.

Link to article: http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/credit/costly-cash-in-texas-towns-try-zoning-out-payday-lenders/19380708/ 
“US Senator Seeks Junk Food Ban, School Lunch Boost” (Reuters)

Senator Agriculture Committee Chairman Blanche Lincoln proposed an increase to the federal child nutrition programs. While the $4.5 billion increase over 10 years in the Mark for the Child Nutrition Reauthorization is less than half of the $1 billion per year increase proposed by President Obama, Senator Lincoln said she would continue to look for more funds to reach the President's goal. Lincoln said the increase would allow schools to offer free meals to all children in high-poverty areas, to automatically approve free meals for children when their families are approved for federal aid and to expand afterschool and summertime meal programs.
Link to Article: http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSN1715006520100317?type=marketsNews 

“Deputy Secretary of Agriculture visits Logan Thursday” (Cache Valley Daily)

While in Utah, Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Kathleen Merrigan promoted the SNAP/Food Stamp benefit boost in the economic recovery package. She noted that the recovery act increased SNAP/Food Stamp benefits "by $80 more a month for a family of four." Merrigan said she's seen great things on her travels and visits to ARRA projects. "It's been a little over a year since this act was signed by Congress and we're getting around the country to see how we are doing in creating jobs," said Merrigan. "It's about jobs and I'm here in Utah to put on a hard hat and see how we're doing."

Link to Article: http://www.cachevalleydaily.com/news/local/86378902.html 
