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Opportunities to ACT
Increase Funding for VITA is a letter to the Texas Congressional Delegation that advocates for more funding for the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. The petition organized by the National Community Tax Coalition is located online and is written in the perspective of a local non-profit organization and statewide coalition. Increasing federal funding for the grant will enhance IRS taxpayer services by reaching more undeserved populations; decrease IRS administrative costs by increasing the numbers of taxpayers that E-File; and protect taxpayers from untrained and unlicensed tax preparers; among other issues. 
Input Needed to Track Progress of TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families/Welfare) which is up for reauthorization. NETWORK, a national Catholic social justice lobby, is evaluating the program during the economic recession and will provide recommendations for improvement in the upcoming legislation. NETWORK is coordinating with various organizations across the country to conduct surveys with their clientele, specifically focused on low income households with dependents. People can be part of this survey whether or not they are receiving TANF benefits. If you are able to participate, please print the attached surveys out and complete them with clients and submitted to ajohnson@networklobby.org by May 1. 
Opportunities to LEARN

Two-Part Webinar on the Supplemental Poverty Measure—Wednesdays, April 14 and April 21 (2-3pm EST) is designed to provide a thorough review of the supplemental poverty measure. The webinar series is co-sponsored by the Brookings Center on Children and Families, the Half-in-Ten Campaign, the New America Foundation, the National League of Cities, and Spotlight on Poverty and Opportunity. The first webinar will explain why a new poverty measure is needed and how the supplemental poverty measure will compare to the official poverty measure. The second webinar will feature top administrators speak about why the measure deserves support across the political spectrum.
Regional Asset Building Conferences—Corpus Christi, May 4; Silsbee, May 25; Midland/Odessa, June 16; Tyler, July 21 will give organizations and institutions a chance to learn about asset building and the opportunities available in underserved communities. RAISE Texas, Texas Rural Innovators, and the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas will host the four regional conferences in hopes of expanding economic success and asset-building activities into small cities and rural communities throughout Texas. More details and registration information will be sent in April.  
RESOURCES and REPORTS
Center for American Progress Releases Video and Article, “What Gets Measured Gets Done: How a Supplemental Federal Poverty Measure Will Drive Smarter Policy.” The video and article explain why we need a supplemental federal poverty measure, how the measure addresses problems with the traditional measurement, and how the measure will promote good government. 
Civil Rights Project at UCLA Releases Report, “Choice Without Equity: Charter School Segregation and the Need for Civil Rights.” The report finds that “charter schools continue to stratify students by race, class, and possibly language, and are more racially isolated than traditional public schools in virtually every state and large metropolitan area in the country.” State factsheets (covering Arizona, Arkansas, California, Florida, Michigan and North Carolina) and other data is found within the report.

Podcast by University of Texas at San Antonio Professor about, “Implications of Inequitable School Funding.” Former principal and superintendent Encarnacion Garza, Jr. connects the dots between equitable school funding, resources and features (from buildings, textbooks, instructional materials and teaching quality), and student outcomes. Through his podcast and other resources, viewers can learn why funding equity is a social justice issue. 

Houston Chronicle Article, “Payday Protection: Let’s rein in abusive fees and interest rates on small, short-term loans” reports about 3,000 payday lending outlets across the state. The article states that about 900,000 Texans utilizes the services of those lenders and many end up paying $840 for a $300 loan. The article recommends “greater emphasis in our public schools on teaching basic life skills such as creating household budgets and managing day-to-day expenses” and the second recommendation calls for “affordable access to banking services for low-income individuals and families.”
