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TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE
Reports and Resources Digest VIII – March 2010 


OPPORTUNITIES to ACT

“Act-4-JJ Letter a Day Campaign” (Campaign for Youth Justice)

The Campaign for Youth Justice and its allies throughout the country have launched the Act 4 Juvenile Justice campaign to reauthorize and strengthen the Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevent Act (JJDPA) through Senate Bill 678 (S 678). They have organized a letter a day campaign that will mobilize organizations in writing letters to support the reauthorization of the JJDPA. 
Letter and Sign-Up Information: Attached. Please contact edavies@cfyi.org to sign up for a day and read other letters of support. 
OPPORTUNITIES to LEARN

“2010 Blueprints Conference” (Blueprints for Violence Prevention Initiative)

This conference will motivate the violence prevention field to adopt evidence-based programs and provide support, guidance, and tools to help practitioners implement these programs successfully in their own communities. Attendees will hear from seasoned practitioners in the field and be given the opportunity to network with others in the industry. Professionals working in the area of violence prevention for youth will not want to miss this opportunity.
Conference Information: April 7-9, 2010 (San Antonio, Texas) Registration closes Wednesday, March 24, 2010. Learn more about the conference and register here.

“TYC and TJPC Board Meetings This Week” (TYC and TJPC)

The Texas Youth Commission and Texas Juvenile Probation Commission Boards will both meet this Friday, March 26th at 9am. The TYC website has a new section dedicated to the Board and Board meetings. Latest agendas and minutes as well as information about the Board leaders and various committees can be found at the site.

Meeting Information: Friday, March 26, 2010 at 9:00am. TYC will meet at the Brown Heatly Bldg., 4900 N. Lamar Blvd. TJPC will meet at the Double Tree Hotel, 6505 IH-35 N. Austin, Texas. 
“Writing a New Prescription for Texas: Cost-Effective Solutions to Reduce Crime & Substance Abuse” (Texas Public Policy Foundation)

TPPF presents a Policy Primer Luncheon that will explore how states can focus limited resources to most effectively reduce substance abuse and thereby improve public safety, enhance workforce participation and productivity, promote healthier-environments for children, and reduce long-term dependence on government benefits.
Event Information: Monday, March 29, 2010 (11:30am-1:00pm, complimentary lunch) RSVP
“Coalition for Juvenile Justice Annual Conference” (Coalition for Juvenile Justice)

The Coalition for Juvenile Justice will be holding its Annual National Conference and Council of State Advisory Groups’ (SAGs) meeting next month at the Renaissance Washington, D.C., Hotel. The theme of the conference is “Ensuring School Engagement and Success for Youth at Risk.” 
Conference Information: April 10-13, 2010 (Washington, D.C.) Learn more about the conference and register here. Latest draft agenda is here.
“First Global Youth Justice Institute and Staff Retreat” (Global Youth Justice, LLC)

The 1st Global Youth Justice Institute and Staff Retreat, sponsored by Global Youth Justice, LLC, will be held this summer in June. The retreat is designed for adult staff who currently or have previously have worked in youth court programs in a wide range of capacities (operational, administrative, and/or in support capacities such as board members and key volunteers). Peer training and sharing will be a primary focus of the retreat. 
Event Information: June 14-17, 2010 (Provincetown, Cape Cod, MA) Learn more about the Institute and register here. 
OPPORTUNITIES to READ



“Gov. Perry Names Moore Independent Ombudsman of Texas Youth Commission, Also Appoints Sykora to TYC Board” (Office of the Governor)

Gov. Rick Perry has named John Moore of Denison the Texas Youth Commission (TYC) Independent Ombudsman for a term to expire Feb. 1, 2011, and appointed Toni Sykora of San Antonio to the TYC Board for a term to expire Sept. 1, 2011. The independent ombudsman reviews and reports on TYC facilities and programs to ensure the rights of youths are observed.
“Looking Ahead: Taking Responsibility & Defining Your Future” (Texas Youth Commission)

The newest edition of TYC Youth Handbook has been published. The handbook is a comprehensive guide for youth and family members so they can better understand what to expect, what is expected of them, the rules, and the opportunities available at TYC. The project was an effort between TYC youth and staff. Key sections include My Daily Life at TYC, My Basic Rights, My Parents’ Bill of Rights, and others.

Link to Handbook: http://www.tyc.state.tx.us/programs/TYC_Youth_Handbook.pdf and in Spanish 
“Interactive State Data Map on Racial and Ethnic Disparities in JJ” (W. Haywood Burns Institute)
The W. Haywood Burns Institute for Juvenile Justice Fairness and Equity released on its Web site an interactive state data map to facilitate analyses of racial and ethnic disparities in juvenile justice systems. The map provides state-by-state and county data regarding juvenile justice system involvement, using data from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Users can click the desired state to learn about state data on racial and ethnic disparities in the juvenile justice system, the state's efforts to reduce disparities, and the state's juvenile justice system information, including state contact information and relevant law.

Link to Map: http://www.burnsinstitute.org/state_map.php
“New Data on Sanctions and Services Supports the Use of Non-Institutional Alternatives” (Models for Change)
New preliminary data from the Pathways to Desistance study suggests that expensive, out-of-home placements for youth who commit offenses do not necessarily decrease chances of reoffending. The data found that institutional placement, both correctional and residential treatment facilities, appears to have no advantage over community-based services in addressing delinquency. For youth involved in ‘low-level’ offending, institutional placement raised their level of future offending by a statistically significant amount.  The study also found that most youth with serious felony offenses ceased to re-offend after their contact with the system, regardless of the intervention. 
Link to Article: http://www.modelsforchange.net/reform-progress/57 

“A Just Alternative to Sentencing Youth to Life in Prison Without the Possibility of Parole” (American Constitution Society)

The brief discusses why juvenile life without parole is a deeply flawed public policy, particularly in light of evidence from adolescent brain research and data on troubling racial disparities in the application of such sentencing. The authors propose an alternative system that entails periodic reviews of sentences to determine whether an individual continues to pose a threat to the community or can be safely released. Link to Issue Brief: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1501.pdf 


“Families in Power: Family Guide to Networking, Coalition Building, Organizing and Campaign Planning” (Campaign for Youth Justice)

The Campaign for Youth Justice recently released a new guide that offers family members concrete strategies, tips and daily activities to help them become effective advocates for reform of juvenile justice systems. The guide recognizes the collective power of families and offers inspiring success stories. 
Link to Guide: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1505.pdf 
