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OPPORTUNITIES to ACT
Senate Criminal Justice Committee Hearing—Thursday, May 13, 2010 (9:00am, Capitol Room E1.016) will meet to hear interim charge 3 and 10. Interim charge 3 reviews the performance of the Fair Defense Act and the Task Force on Indigent Defense. Interim charge 10 will evaluate the usage of current Texas practices for facilitating the fair and accurate courtroom testimony of children and reducing the trauma associated with testifying, particularly for children who are victims of sexual abuse.


RESOURCES and REPORTS
Caught Between Systems: The Intersection of Immigration and Child Welfare Policies is the first of the comprehensive paper series produced by First Focus, a bipartisan children’s advocacy organization, in partnership with the Migration and Child Welfare National Network (MCWNN). This policy brief analyzes the impact of immigration enforcement on children and state child welfare agencies. It finds that current policies put children at risk of losing a parent and place unnecessary strain on the child welfare system. It recommends reforms to improve child and family well-being while enforcing immigration law.
Girls Study Group (Understanding and Responding to Girls’ Delinquency) was a bulletin of a series released by the U.S. Department of Justice that examined issues such as patterns of offending among adolescents and how they differ for girls and boys. The bulletin finds that factors such as economic disadvantage, exposure to violence, experiences with physical and sexual child abuse and maltreatment, and lack of positive parental supervision affect the development of delinquency for both girls and boys. Two aspects of the justice system also merit examination: arrest policies that widen the net (especially those dealing with conflicts between adolescent girls and their parents) and detention of girls because community-based alternatives are lacking.
Positive Youth Justice: Framing Justice Interventions Using the Concepts of Positive Youth Development is a new report released by the Coalition for Juvenile Justice. The report promotes a framework rooted in Positive Youth Development (PYD), a “strength-based, resilience-oriented perspective on adolescence.” The report provides ideas of how to use PYD to design interventions and create outcome measures for youth justice agencies. The National Juvenile Justice Network also provides recommendations for the implementation of PYD through their “Approaching Juvenile Justice with a Focus on Positive Youth Development” policy platform. 
Slipping Through the Cracks. The Texas Tribune article features the story of Cameron Maedgen, an autistic, brain-damaged 19-year-old who is ineligible for state services because his IQ is too high, but too low-functioning to live without assistance. Cameron’s case demonstrates how “the state limits state-supported living centers to disabled people with IQs under 70 and generally caps community-based care at an IQ of 75.” Advocates report that the state policy could also work inversely for disabled peoples with low IQs better suited in the community. The story further describes Cameron’s adoptive mother’s struggle to find him a structured, residential facility that can meet his psychiatric and developmental needs.
Texas School-to-Prison Pipeline, School Expulsion Report was recently released by Texas Appleseed. The report documents the trends in expulsion of students to Juvenile Justice Alternative Education Programs (JJAEPs) and to the streets. The report finds that a disproportionate share of minority and special education students are being expelled from Texas public schools for non-criminal, non-violent offenses. Being expelled from school increases these students’ chances of advancing farther in the school-to-prison pipeline. The Texas Tribune also featured an article discussing the reports’ major findings. 

U.S. House Committee Holds Hearing on Reforming Juvenile Justice and Upcoming Dates for Congress. On April 21, 2010 the House Education and Labor Committee held its full committee hearing on reforming juvenile justice and delinquency prevention. This event gave a major boost to efforts to reauthorize the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA). As Youth Today reported, witnesses’ testimonies described abusive conditions in adult jails and support needed to reduce disproportionality in the system, increase funding for prevention, and utilize evidence-based approaches. The Senate Judiciary Committee passed their version of the bill, S. 678, last year. Upcoming Dates – May 15: House may begin passing regular appropriations bills. July 3: Target date for House to pass all 12 appropriations bills. August 7: Target date for Senate to pass all 12 appropriations bills.
Virginia Governor Signs into Law New Measure to Help Keep Youth Out of Adult Jails Prior to Trial. SB 259, which passed unanimously out of both houses, creates a presumption that transferred or certified youth, if confined pre-trial, stay in juvenile detention rather than adult jails, unless a judge finds them to be a safety or security risk. This is a significant change to current law, which provides no standards or presumptions for such youth and has resulted in youth as young as 14 spending extensive time in the general population of adult jails. The new law, which will go into effect on July 1, 2010, provides clear and more effective standards for judges when they make the decision about where to hold youth pending trial. 
