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TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE
Reports and Resources Digest III – October 2009 


EVENTS
“Speak Up! Help to Make Change Happen…” (Southwest Key Programs & University of Texas)
Southwest Key Programs and UT is looking for service providers in juvenile mental health and juvenile justice to participate in a confidential focus group. On October 28, 2009 (2-3pm), service providers will review and assess recommendations made to better promote and support effective mental health policy.
Focus Group Contact: Valerie Joiner, 512-583-2504, vjoiner@swkey.org 


REPORTS & RESEARCH

“Findings from a Survey of Juvenile Justice and Medicaid Policies for Children in the Juvenile Justice System: Inter-Agency Collaboration” (Models for Change & National Academy for State Health Policy) 
The NASHP brief is the first in a series that will highlight findings from surveys of juvenile justice and Medicaid agencies in order to determine policies around healthcare and Medicaid for youth involved in the juvenile justice system. Findings relate to inter-agency collaboration, educating juvenile justice agencies and staff about Medicaid policies, and data collection about the population both agencies serve.
Link to Report: www.nashp.org/files/juvjust.pdf 

 “Recently Released Reports on Child Well-Being Indicators” (The Child Indicator)
The fall 2009 newsletter highlights various national reports about racial/ethnic disparities in behavioral and learning disorders, young children in the criminal justice system, high school graduation rates, among other news with regard to the well-being of youth.
Link to Newsletter: http://www.childtrends.org/Files//Child_Trends-2009_10_20_FR_ChildIndiFall09.pdf 
“Reducing Disproportionate Minority Contact: Preparation at the Local Level” (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention) 
The OJJDP publication describes strategies that states and communities can use to reduce disproportionate minority contact within the juvenile justice system. It also provides useful information on the context in which local preparation to address disproportionate minority contact takes place.
Link to Publication: http://njjn.org/media/resources/public/resource_1339.pdf 
 “The Consequences of Dropping Out of High School: Joblessness and Jailing for High School Dropouts and the High Cost for Taxpayers” (Center for Labor Market Studies at Northeastern University)
A new study finds that about one in every 10 young male high school dropouts is in jail or juvenile detention, compared with one in 35 young male high school graduates. African-Americans are even more at risk of imprisonment among dropouts. The report also includes information with regard to incarceration rates, long-term economic costs, and social difficulties that dropouts face.
Link to Report: http://www.clms.neu.edu/publication/documents/The_Consequences_of_Dropping_Out_of_High_School.pdf 
“Three New Snapshots on Juvenile Sex Offender Laws” (National Center for Juvenile Justice)
The NCJJ released three updates that addressed requirements in the Megan’s Law and the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act (AWA) and how they affect juveniles. The updates discuss current states’ juvenile registration requirements with regard to age limits and which states allow for termination of registration requirements. 
Link to Snapshots: http://www.ncjjservehttp.org/NCJJWebsite/newsarchive/2009_006.html 

NEWS & MEDIA


“A Long Wait to Get Past Crime” (Houston Chronicle)
Renee Lee chronicles the detrimental effects of placing youth on sex offender registries that meet requirements in the Adam Walsh Act (AWA). The article highlights the key differences between juvenile and adult sex offenders, and the legislative debate in Texas.
Link to Article: http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/6628571.html 
“Our View: Birmingham city schools trying new policy to keep kids in class.” (Birmingham News Editorial Board)
The Editorial Board gave perspective to Birmingham schools’ recently established School Offense Protocol; a protocol established to prevent students from getting arrested in schools. Modeled after Georgia’s Colin County policy, it has proven to reduce school referrals and increase graduation rates.
Link to Editorial: 
http://blog.al.com/birmingham-news commentary/2009/10/our_view_birmingham_city_schoo.html
