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Why Start a Family Drug Treatment 
Court?

A comprehensive study of four Model Family 
Drug Courts demonstrated that:

Â Children:

Â Spent less time in out -of -home care than 
comparison children and spent a greater percentage 
of their case in their parentsô care.

Â Significantly more likely to be reunified

Â Parents:

Â Higher rates of treatment completion.

Â Significantly more likely to be reunified
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Where else are there
Drug Courts?

Â Across the US
Â We have studied Model Family Drug Courts in:

Â Omaha, NE
Â San Diego, CA
Â Miami, FL
Â Suffolk County, NY
Â Reno, NV

Â Many other Family Drug Courts elsewhere
Â In Texas

Â Family Drug Courts in El Paso, Bexar County, Harris County, 
Tarrant County

Â In Travis Cty - We have Other Drug Cts, not Family Drug Courts
Â Criminal and Juvenile Drug Courts
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Family Drug Treatment Court 
Goals and Philosophy

Å To provide intense supervision to families 
affected by parental substance abuse

Å Special collaboration of the court, child 
welfare, community and treatment providers

Å To foster emotional support for and 
accountability of parents

Å Immediate and effective rewards and 
consequences
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Funding - Two Grants

ÂParenting In Recovery (PIR) - Federal 
Grant

Â$2.5 million over 5 years

ÂCJD Grant (awarded through 
Governorôs Office) ï

Â$100,000 over one year
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The Family Drug Court Team
The Judge

The Court Coordinator
The Assistant District Attorney

Travis County Health and Human Services and Veterans 
Services

Child Protective Services (TDFPS)
Attorneys for Parents

Court Appointed Special Advocates
Austin Recovery

Family Connections
Foundation Communities
Casey Family Programs


